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WREASURER’S) REPORT 


‘OF THE 


TOWN OF BEDFORD, 


FOR THE YEAR 


£6.35 oe 


CHARLES GAGE, Town TREASURER. 
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Dr. own of Bedford in Account Current with Charles Gage. 
1868. 

Feb. 25th. By paid Orders drawn by the selectmen 

for the year 1868, $4,969 68 
School tax as per receipt book, 

in part, 1,546 40 

State tax, paid by collector, 2,537 50 

County tax, paid by collector, _ 867 10 

To paid assets and cash to balance. 3,110 90 


oer 


$12,831 58 


Assets consist of : 


Due from collector of 1868, $2,595 66 
‘Due on auction bills, 15 OL 
Cash on hand, 500 28 

$3,110 90 


TE ie ces Se A Stee 


Town Treasurer, for the year ending March 1, 1869. 


1868. 
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; Cr. 


March 14. ‘To assets as per report of 1868, 
April 2. To received of John Hodgman, Collector, 


May 12. 


July 8. 


Dec. 1. 


Dec. 14. 
Feb. 15. 


Thomas Pierce’s highway 
tax, 
Whole amount of taxes as- 
sessed for 1868, including 
State, County, Town, 
school, highway and dog 
tax, | 
of the selectmen, cash from 
County, 

of John Hodgman, Collector, 
National Bank tax for 
1867, 

of Amoskeag Bank, interest 

on deposits, 

of the selectmen, bank tax, 

of John Hodgman, Collector, 

highway tax for 1866, 
of John Hodgman, interest 
on taxes for 1866~7, 


of selecttnen, Savings Bank 
tax, 


of selectmen, railroad tax, 
of selectmen, literary fund, 
of selectmen, bank tax, 
Sehool house taxes, 


eee 


$12,831 58 


aI 


8,984 


44 


700 
250 
44 
15 
143 


$2,450 22 


94 


26 


80 


00 


CHARLES GAGE, Treasurer. 


SHLECTMEN’S REPORT. 


+ 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


IL. C. French, services as selectman, $83 00 
C. H. Moore, services as selectman, 50 00 
John Hodgman, services as selectman, 58 00 
W. W. Wilkins, services as clerk and 
Superintending School Committee, 75 00 
Charles Gage, services as treasurer, 30 00 
W. C. Parker, services as constable, 5 00 
J). Barnard, care of town house, and repairs, 138 25 
D. Barnard, chimneys for lamps, 92 
_L. C. French, paid printing town report, 30 00 


W. W. Wilkins, books furnished Martin 
family recording births, deaths and 


marriages, 11 04 
John Hodgman, collecting taxes for 1867, 90 00 
Charles Gage, interest to N. Flint, . 123 60 
W. McAllaster, stationery, 6 74 
W. W. Wilkins, return births and deaths 

to selectmen, 6 50 
E. P. French, abatement of part of his tax 

for 1866-7, 6 11 
W. B. Sargent, abatement of part of his 

tax, 1867, 1 65 
Dr. Eaton, return of births and deaths to 

selectmen, 1 25 
L. C. French, school-house tax, | 35 00 


(6) 
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kK. J. Campbell, school-house tax, 

C. Gage, for paid J. G. Holbrook, school- 
house tax, 

N. Flint, abatement of part of his tax, 1868, 

W. McAllaster, stationery and tax book, 

G. W. Riddle, damage to carriage, 

A.J. Knights, interest on Mrs. Carley’s note, 

N. Flint, calf killed by dogs, 

J. S. Lord, abatement on his dog tax, 

J. L. Kittredge, sheep killed by dogs, 

E. D. L. Parker, damage to carriage, 

C. Gage, interest on Miss Clough’s note, 

C. Gage, interest to Amoskeag Savings 
Bank, 

C. Gage, interest to Manchester Savings 
Bank, 

S. W. Moore, sheep killed by dogs, 

William McAllaster paid Fisk for receipt 
and order books, 

J. T. Kendall, abatement of S. Dearborn’s 
poll tax for 1864, and S. H. Wood- 
bury’s poll tax for 1868, 

J.T. Kendall, error in Anderson & Nes- 
mith’s and George W. Flint’s taxes 
for 1868, 

D. Campbell, abatement on his dog tax, 

G. Nevins, interest on his note, 

J. H. Stevens, running tow lines, 

H. J. Plummer, working out resident high- 
way tax, 

J. Hodgman, abatement of the poll tax of 
K. T. Peabody and four others, 1866, 

J. Hodgman, abatement of pcll tax of 
Israel Shepard and four others for 
1867, 

J.T. Kendall, abatement of David Quimby’s 
and Burniss Prichard’s heirs’ taxes for 
1868, 

J.T. Kendall, for paid interest to Samuel 
Chandler, | 


ou 


bho 


18 


16 


180 


00 


00 
00 
23 
00 
24 
00 


‘00 


60 
50 
00 
00 


oo 
00 


00 


94 


18 


00 
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Charles Gage, for paid R. Blood, in full, 1,141 95 
W. McdAllaster, setting stone on town 
lines, stationery, &c, 7 66 


EXPENSE OF PAUPERS. 


L. C. French, aid to Martin family, $21 29 
A.J. Butterfield, board of Lydia Campbell, 4 00 
W. W. Wilkins, medical attendance on K. 


Beamon and child, kl 00 
Silas Holbrook, goods furnished Martin 
family, + 00 
W. McAllaster, aid furnished E. Beamon, do 90 
D. Vose, expense to Concord with J. S. 
Vose, in 1867, pA a 
J. Hodgman, taking J. B. Clark to the 
alms-house, 1867, 6 00 
C. Gage, for support of IF. Campbell, 13 00 
C. F. Shepard, aid to transient person, 3 50 
A. E. Boyce, support of county pauper, 8 00 
KK. Snow, clothing and other necessaries for 
D. Cheney, 5 00 
EK. Snow, support of D. Cheney, to March 
Ist, 1869, 156 00 


S. Gardner, support of Nancy Houston, to 
March Ist, 1869, 
C. Gage paid A. Gardner, for support of 


Mrs. Cady and children, 72 50 
C. Gage paid C. Wyman, support of J. 

George, 210 00 
C. Gage paid for support of F. Campbell, 52 00 
C. Gage paid for support of J. S. Vose, 185 28 
H. J. Plumer, for support of David Page, 

up to 26th October, 1868, 43 00 
Albert Hill, board of county pauper, 9 00 


$2,763 49 


$974 05 
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HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


J. P. tlodgman, breaking roads, 
T. G. Holbrook, 66 6 
J. Fullerton, 6 ‘6 
S. A. Shepard, ‘ ‘ 
C. F. Shepard, ‘“ 6 
D. G. Atwood, e e6 
K.. G. Newton, “s ‘“ 
T. M. Fergurson, « ve 
T. G. Holbrook, 6 ‘6 
W. A. Flint, “ «6 
W. Boynton, re 
J. I. Whittemore,, ‘4 
G. H. Wiggin, “6 Ge 


D. Parker, labor on highway, 

E. P. French, labor on highway and break- 
ing roads, 

J. Gibbons, labor on highway, in 1866, 

N. Flint, repair of and breaking roads, 

George W. Riddle, repair of and breaking 


roads, 
T. Tafte, breaking roads, 
F. Hodgman, ms bs 
J. P. Haines, ¢ 4° 


J. 1. Tinker; a SS 

D. Vose, labor on highway, 

J. Witherspoon, breaking roads, 

A. Q. Gage, labor on highway and break- 
ing roads, 

A. N. Fosdick, plank for bridge, 

‘W. O. Noyes, OTe i 

T. M. Fergurson, labor on highway, 

W. I. Bachelder, breaking roads, 

W. R. French, a is 

L. C. French, for highway money voted, 


$10 


— 


op) 


Sogo eS. chor Se 


1000 


00 
75 
90 
35 
50 


Loy (ey 
~I co © 


GM Gc wm bw Ww 
S Cr Ce Gr Gy 2 


05 
00 
— $1,232 14 
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AMOUNT OF MONEY 
Assessed upon Polls and Ratable Estate of Residents and Non- 


Residents in the Town of Bedford, for the year 1868. 


State tax, $2,537 50 
County tax, 867 10 
Town tax, 3,000 00 
School tax, 1,015 00 
Highway tax, 1,000 00 
Dog tax, 79 00 
School money voted by the town, 200 00 
Percentage, 285 66 
School house taxes in three Districts, 143 00 
Whole amount assessed in 1868, te $9,127 26 
SCHOOL HOUSE TAX. 
District No. 6, 7a 00 
3 EF ions. . do 00 
33 Baik NB 30 00 
PROPORTION OF SCHOOL MONEY. 
School District, No. 1, $123 79 
es ve 162 13 
ae Os 125 69 
“ 4, 179 40a 
te a, 90 43 
6 6, 114 19 
. if 117 64 
és 8, 130 44. 
“ Bes 84 00 
‘f 10, 102 62 
oh Ld 06 55 
i 12, 73 65 
4 13, 40 31 


—s $1,400 54 
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School tax in 1868 was raised as follows: 


School tax, $1,015 00 

Literary fund, 49 05 

Dog tax, 26 00 

Money voted by the town, 200 00 

Railroad tax, 110 49 
Sa PL GAUO “OA 


TOTAL ORDERS DRAWN SINCE MARCH 14, 1868, TO 
MARCH 1, 1869. 


Incidental expenses, 2,763 20 
Support of paupers, 974 05 
Highways and bridges, . 1,232 14 
Amount, —— ~ $4,969 39 
Whole amount assessed in 1868, $9,127 26 
In the hands of Treasurer, March 1, 1868 2,450 292 


—$11,579 48 


Money paid out, 4,969 68 
6,607 80 
Amount of town notes due, $14,228 19 
Deduct money in the treasury, 38,110 90 
a ———— $11,117 29 
Deduct interest paid in advance to Banks, 146 80 


$10,970 49 
Estimated expense of officers not paid, &c., 500 00 


$11,470 49 
Town debts as per last report, 12,453) :58 


Decrease of debt, $983 04 


i 
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TOWN NOTES DUE MARCH 1, 1869. 


TO WHOM DUE. DATE OF NOTE. PRINCIPAL.| INT. DUE.| AMOUNT. 
P,’ T. Camphellis.. wars eiMay 11,1865... 5.20808 $100 00 | $24 71 $124 71 
IN CBU Gig. ae 9. arte March 22, 18663)... Seaam 1,000 00 56 33 1,056 33 
Amoskeag Sav. Bank. ./October 20, 1866. sae 2,500.00. | 0. .cs seem 2,500 00 
Manchester Sav. Bank. ./September 1, 1868...... 1 0005 00). cc eretamee 1,000 00 
Mra. Warley =| eer November 12, 1866..... 602 00 10 83 612° 83 
PLT, Campenni. yo ax November 5, 1866...... 100 00 12 48 112 48 
Gardner Nevins......../November 22, 1867.... 2,500 00 54 42 2,554 42 
Clinton French........ October 9, 1867........ 500 00 56 92 556 92 
Miss’ Clough? .. 4.0... 77 August 22, 1864........ 700 00 22 16 722 16 
Samuel Chandler..... February 13, 1864...... 3,000 00 8 50 3,008 50 
B. Nichols...... Le ane February 12, 1864...... 200 00 65 83 265 83 
Gardner Nevins........ September 1,1868..... 1,000 00 40 00 1,040 00 
M. 8. Canipbell. ....0. 5. |November OLS O Gute. 60 00 7 41 67 41 
Mrs. J. Campbell...... March 1/1869..." values GOGP O0al eee 606 60 
$9,868 60 | $259 59 | $14,228 19 

ei 


In making the annual statement, it will be seen that the town 
debt has been reduced to the amount of ($983.04) nine hundred 
eighty three dollars and four cents. There 1s one note held by 
Mrs. Josephine Campbell, amounting to ($606.60) six hundred and 
six dollars and sixty cents, which has not been reported for two 
or three years, so the town has really paid ($1,589.64) one thous- 
and five hundred and eighty nine dollars and sixty-four cents of 

Piheir debt, the past year. 
Most respectfully submitted. 


WILLIAM McALLASTER, ) Selectmen 
SILAS HOLBROOK, Baek 3 8 
SAMUEL E. MORRISON, Bedford, 


Bedford, March, 1869. 


eet A) A) do, Gren ©) dn. 1%. 


The past year has been one of prosperity to our schools. Our 
teachers have with a few exceptions been those of considerable 
experience, and have manifested a love for their vocation, by try- 
ing to make each successive term an improvement on the past. 
Teachers should embrace every opportunity of visiting each other’s 
schools; different methods of instruction are thus illustrated; dif- 
ferent systems of government compared and. practical ideas ob- 
tained. Our teachers need the support and counsel of each other, 
as well as the sympathy of every friend of education. Of the 
eighteen teachers employed, twelve are residents of Bedford. 
These teachers we can cordially recommend to the consideration | 


of our Prudential Committee. ‘To those teachers who have come 


from other towns, to labor among us, we would say we should be 
happy to see you in our schools again. 

Last spring the town voted to raise two hundred dollars addi- 
tional to the sum required to be raised by law, for the benefit of 
our schools. We also received one hundred and fifty-nine dollars, 
from increase in amount of school money raised and other sources, 
giving us three hundred and fifty-nine dollars in excess of what 
we had last year. This increase of funds was sensibly felt, espe- 
cially by the smaller districts. 

The geographies in our schools should be changed at an early 
day. A portion of our scholars have used Guyot’s Geography, 
and they have given the best of results. Teachers like them and 
the pupils become deeply interested in this study from their use. 
There is but one school-house in town that has sufficient amount 
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of black-board to meet the wants of the school. We would 
recommend the making of long black-boards, that would give an 
entire class the opportunity of working their examples at the 
same time. | 

Instead of paint, we would have them covered with “liquid 
slating,” a preparation that gives a much better surface and is 
very durable. Hear what the Superintending School Committee 
of Amherst say in regard to it. ‘‘The black-boards in all the 
town schools were covered with the ‘liquid slating.’ The work 
was well done and has given universal satisfaction. A  black- 
board which is easily written upon, from which the writing is as 
readily erased, and the figures upon which can be seen from any 
part of the room—presenting a roughened dead black surface, 
without the least reflection of light—pays for itself all along; it 
is a pleasure to use it.” 

In closing my connection with the schools, I shall still retain 
much that will be pleasant to recall. The kindly greetings from 
teachers and scholars; the ready and warm support from the pa- 
rents and friends, in everything that promised to forward the inter- 
ests of education, and the kindly forbearance you have manifested 
toward my imperfections and short comings during the four years 
that I have served as your Superintending School Committee, will 
be treasured among the pleasantest memories of the past. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


The summer term of eight weeks was taught by Miss M. B. 

GiLLMORE, giving very geneial satisfaction to all the district. 
.. Nothing we think would tend more to discourage teacher or 
scholar, than to confine them for six hours a day in such a misera- 
ble old shell of a school-house. It is a disgrace to the*district 
and the town: We do wonder that the parents so carefully abstain 
from visiting it. 

Miss Gilmore commenced a winter term of school, but after 
teaching about two weeks, closed her school. 

Miss Annice G. Kunparr taught the remaining nine weeks of 
the term. ‘This was her first attempt at teaching. She manifested 
good qualities in the school-room that will make her successful as 
a teacher if she perseveres. She was interested and earnest in 
her labors, and governed her sehool in 4 quiet and kindly manner, 
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DISTRICT NO, 2. 


A summer term of twelve weeks was taught by Miss Mary E. 
Morrison, and a winter term of eleven weeks by Mrs. Exiza A. 
STEVENS. 

The district were very fortunate in securiug the services of 
these teachers. The scholars in this distcrict have made a com- 
mendable degree of improvement, during the year. In reading, 
we noticed a change for the better, those who had the habit of 
reading in an unnatural tone of voice, and in a drawling manner, 
had given this up for a more natural tone, and a correct emphasis. 
All of the exercises at the close of .the summer and winter terms, 
were marked by a thorough knowledge of the branches they had 
been over, : 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 


Miss Martua J. Boyp was the teacher of the summer school 
in this district, and Miss Anpre EK. Cusuman of the winter 
school. 

Both of these teachers succecdeed in pleasing the district, and 
the scholars made good progress in their studies, under their 
tuition. 

This was the first school Miss. Boyd had taught. Miss Cush- 
man is an experienced teacher, possessing more than ordinary 
merit. We were surprised at the amount of mental labor that 
had been accomplished under her instruction, and the thorough 
knowledge of the work they had. been over. The length of the 
summer schoo! was twelve weeks, of the winter school twelve 
weeks. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


The summer term was under the instruction of Miss AricEe G. 
Lorp. ‘The winter term was taught by Miss Mary E. Morrison. 
We have had occasion in former reports to notice these teachers, 
and to commend them. They are well qualified for their vocation, 
and we esteem them as teachers of more than ordinary merit. 
We were unable to visit Miss Lord’s school at the examination. 
Miss Morrison’s school was abruptly closed by the illness of the 
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teacher, but from what we had seen of the school, we thought the 
scholars were making good progress in their studies under her 
instruction. Length of first term ten weeks, second term nine 
weeks. 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 


There were two very profitable and pleasant terms in this dis- 
trict, under the management of Miss ABpre PartEN. We were 
especially pleased with our visit to her school, at the close of the 
winter term. The scholars showed by their recitations that they 
were not only accustomed to a thorough drill, but they were in 
the habit of thinking for themselves, and had a good degree of 
confidence in their opinions. Length of summer school eight 
weeks, winter school twelve weeks. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


In this district there was but one term of school, during 
the year. This was taught by Miss Saran Trnxrr. There 
were some misunderstandings and jars in the first part of the 
term, but at the close of the term a good degree of progress 
was manifested. The recitations in mental arithmetic we valued 
as being especially praise-worthy. Length of school twelve 
weeks. 


DISTRICT No. 7. 


Miss EmmA A. Hix1 taught a summer term, aiid Miss Anict 
G. Lorp a winter term in this district. A portion of the diss 
trict were dissatisfied with the labors of Miss Hill. We visited 
her school a number of times, and was favorably impressed with 
her labors. Miss Lord’s school gave very general satisfaction to 
the district. The scholars made good progress in their studies. 
Length of summer term fifteen weeks, winter term eleven and one 
half weeks. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


A summer term taught by Miss Saran HE. Trnxex give godd 
results for the expenditure of time and money, and the district so 
far as we know, were pleased with this teacher’s labors, 
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Mr. James H. Wittounsy taught the winter term. Mr. Wil- 
loughby was the only male teacher employed in the town during 
the year. We liked his method of instruction. ‘The recitations 
seemed to be clearly understood by the scholars, who were taught 
to depend upon themselves, and to think for themselves. We 
noticed with pleasure the quiet, orderly deportment of the scholars. 
Length of summer school twelve weeks, of winter school ten weeks. 


DISTRICT NO. 9. 


There has been two terms of school in this district. The first, 
taught by Miss Emma F. Sours, did not give satisfaction to all the 
district. Complaints were made that many of the recitations 
were not heard. We think there was some cause for complaint 
on this account, the teacher had not as much a faculty of dis- 
patching the business of the school-room as many of our experi- 
enced teachers, still we did not consider the term by any means a 
failure. ‘The examination at the close of the school was pleasant 
and the recitations good. Length of summer school thirteen 
weeks. 

The winter term was commenced by Miss Lucy A. Burns, who 
in a few weeks gave up her school on account of ill health. 
Miss Hannan E. Frencu taught for a few weeks, and closed for 
the same reason, Mrs. Exiza A. Stevens is teaching in this 
district at the time of making this report, giving entire satisfac- 
tion to the district. Jength of winter school twelve weeks. 


DISTRICT NO. 10. 


In this district there has been a summer term of nine weeks, a 
ptivate term of seven weeks, and a winter term of eight weeks, 
all of which have been taught by Miss Mary F. Currter. The 
scholars in this district have made steady and thorough progress 
during the year. Miss Cutler is one of our best teachers. 


DISTRICT NO. 11. 


«Mrs. Lucrr A. Evans taught a summer term of eight weeks, 
and Miss Lucy A. Burns a winter term of thirteen weeks. The 
money in this district has been profitably expended, the teach- 
ers earnest in their labors, and the children industrious, 
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DISTRICT NO, 12. 


A summer term of ten weeks was taught by Miss S. A. 
Farey, and a winter term of ten weeks by Miss Jennrz Mc- 
Dorn. These were both successful terms, teachers and pupils 
working together pleasantly and accomplishing a good degree of 
progress. 


DISTRICT NO. 13. 


Miss Jennie S. McDoet tatight a summer term of eight weeks, 
and a fall term of ten weeks. 

The agent of the district acted wisely in securing Miss McDoel 
for both terms. We believe that it will be as a general rule, for 
the interest of the district to retain throughout the year the same 
teacher. The school we think was a profitable one. 


W. W. WILKINS. 
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